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Written Testimony before the
Special Education Task Force
01/05/2023
In Support of Fully Funding Special Education

Task Force Members:

My name is Jess Herbig and | have the privilege to serve as the Executive Director of Student Support
Services for Goddard Public Schools for the past six years. Our current district enrollment is
approximately 6,300 students, and we serve approximately 3,000 students in the Clearwater, Cheney,
and Conway Springs school districts as the host of our Special Education Cooperative. Our
Cooperative boundaries also include six private and parochial schools. | am writing today in support
of fully funding special education for the following reasons:

» Kansas is obligated under K.S.A 72-3422 to provide 92% of the state level excess cost for
special education services. State funding in 2023-2024 is set to be at 69% of state level excess
cost. Goddard Public School USD 265 spent $13.4 million dollars on special education services
in the 2022-2023 school year. Goddard Public Schools USD 265 received $7.3 million dollars
from the state to support special education services in 2022-2023. Goddard Public Schools
USD 265 had to transfer $6.1 million dollars from our general funds to cover the difference
between funding received and funding needed to support special education services.

» Kansas estimates a surplus of $2.8 billion dollars by July 2024, which is in addition to the $1.7
billion dollars that the state has put into the state’s general stabilization fund.

> A 2023 Kansas Legislature Post Audit found that special education is underfunded.

Here are a couple of ways that our legislators could help with special education funding and it would not
cost the state any additional funding.

» The state could send school districts their special education funds at the same time that the
general fund payments are sent in July. Currently, special education funds are not dispersed to
school districts until October.

» The state could set the Categorical Aid dollar amount at the end of the fiscal year for the next
school year. This would help districts budget better, as some times districts are waiting until
early June to finish their budget.

| am appreciative of this task force working to put our most vulnerable students first.
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