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Neutral Testimony on HB 2264 
 

 Good Afternoon Chairman Jennings and Committee Members.  My name is Amy 
Raymond and I am the Director of Trial Court Programs for the Office of Judicial 
Administration (OJA).  I am the chair of the Judicial Branch Implementation Team for 2016 
Senate Bill 367 and serve as the OJA representative on the Juvenile Justice Oversight Committee 
(JJOC).    
 
 OJA began implementing SB 367 in April 2016.  From that point on, OJA has worked 
with the Kansas Department of Corrections (KDOC) to collaborate on several key sections.  The 
intent of those sections is to create standard rules, regulations, policies, and procedures across the 
state for use by court services officers and community corrections officers who supervise 
juvenile offenders.  However, from OJA's perspective, the bill does not provide the necessary 
authority for KDOC and the Judicial Branch to accomplish this goal.  While the collaborative 
work between the Judicial Branch and KDOC has produced beneficial results, the statutory 
authority necessary for each branch of government to adopt and implement the work product is 
not currently in place.  OJA proposes that five sections be amended to grant the authority to fully 
implement the work that has begun. The proposed amendments to these five sections of SB 367 
– K.S.A. 38-2392 (Section 2), K.S.A. 38-2395 (Section 6), K.S.A. 38-2398 (Section 9), K.S.A. 
38-2360 (Section 41) and K.S.A. 75-7023 (Section 63) – would grant both KDOC and the 
Judicial Branch the authority to develop rules, orders, regulations, policies, or procedures to 
apply to court services officers or community corrections officers, as appropriate.  OJA's 
proposed amendments are attached. 
 
 It is important to note that, while a majority of the proposed amendments simply involve 
technical cleanup to SB 367 in order to grant proper authority to implement work that is already 
in progress, there are a few changes that are a little more substantial. 
 
  K.S.A. 38-2398 (Section 9 of SB367) does not currently establish immunity from 
liability for persons who calculate earned discharge credit for juvenile offenders.  In the 
comparable context for adult offenders, K.S.A. 21-6821(f) provides that "[t]he state of Kansas, 
the secretary of corrections and the secretary’s agents or employees shall not be liable for 
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damages caused by any negligent or wrongful act or omission in making the good time and 
program credit calculations authorized by this section."  OJA's proposed amendment to K.S.A. 
38-2398 would offer the same protection for persons in juvenile offender cases. 
 
 K.S.A. 38-2360 (Section 41 of SB367) states "the office of judicial administration and 
the secretary of corrections shall establish cutoff scores determining risk levels of juveniles." In 
OJA's collaborative work with KDOC, there have been discussions about the need to complete a 
validation study before definitive cutoff scores for the risk levels of Kansas youth are 
established.  KDOC and OJA have both tentatively agreed to adopt the Youth Level of 
Service/Case Management Inventory (YLS/CMI) as a risk level assessment tool.  The YLS/CMI 
includes standard cutoff scores for risk levels of youth.  OJA's proposed amendment to K.S.A. 
38-2360 would allow for the risk levels established by the YLS/CMI to be used until the Kansas 
validation study is completed.  At that point, appropriate risk levels for Kansas youth could be 
definitively determined. 
 
 The final proposed amendment would postpone the effective dates for the requirements to 
(1) adopt a system of graduated responses under K.S.A. 38-2392 (Section 2 of SB 367), and (2) 
establish procedures for immediate intervention under K.S.A. 38-2395 (Section 6 of SB 367).  
OJA's proposed amendments would shift both deadlines from January 1, 2017, to July 1, 2017.  
While KDOC and the Judicial Branch have been regularly working towards meeting these 
requirements, additional time is needed to complete the process. 
  

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these amendments to the committee.  I am happy 
to stand for questions. 
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judicial branch for use by court services officers. A uniform risk and needs assessment shall be adopted by
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for use by community corrections officers.  The department of corrections and the judicial branch shall collaborate in determining the risk and needs assessment to be adopted with the goal of achieving consistency in all judicial districts.
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Until the results of the validation study are received, the cutoff scores for risk levels for juveniles shall be those established by the adopted risk and needs assessment. 
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The judicial branch shall adopt by July 1, 2017, a system of structured community-based graduated responses for technical violations of probation, violations of conditional release and violations of a condition of sentence by juveniles for use by court services officers.
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The department of corrections and the judicial branch shall collaborate on the creation of the community based graduated responses with the goal of achieving consistency in such responses.
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 to be used by juvenile intake and assessment services and community corrections officers.  The judicial branch shall develop procedures to guide the administration of an immediate intervention process and programs developed pursuant to K.S.A. 2016 Supp. 38-2346, and amendments thereto, and alternative means of adjudication pursuant to K.S.A. 2016 Supp. 38-2389, and amendments thereto, to be used by court services officers
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(b)  The department of corrections and the judicial branch shall collaborate on the creation of the procedures with the goal of achieving consistency in such procedures. 
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The department of corrections shall adopt rules and regulations for a system of earned discharge for juvenile probationers to be applied by all community corrections officers.  The department of corrections and the judicial branch shall collaborate on the creation of the systems of earned discharge with the goal of achieving consistency. 
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. The state of Kansas, the judicial branch, the judicial administrator, the judicial branch's employees, the secretary of corrections and the secretary's agents or employees shall not be liable for damages caused by any negligent or wrongful act or omission in making the earned discharge credit calculations authorized by this section.
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to be used by juvenile intake and assessment services and community corrections officers.  The judicial branch shall develop and implement a detention risk assessment tool to be used by judicial branch employees.  The secretary of corrections and the judicial branch shall collaborate on the development and implementation of a detention risk assessment tool with the goal of achieving consistency.
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The detention risk assessment tool shall include cutoff scores for determining eligibility for placement in a juvenile detention facility or for referral to a community-based alternative to detention.
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