
 
 

 

SB 485 – PROPONENT TESTIMONY 

Chairwoman Bowers, Vice Chairwoman McGinn, Ranking Member Faust-Goudeau, and 

members of the Committee:  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on behalf of SB 485. This bill would permit a candidate 

or office holder to use campaign funds to pay for caregiving expenses for an immediate family 

member who is a child, disabled, or elderly when such expenses are incurred as a result of the 

candidate’s candidacy for office or holding office and are directly related to or have an effect on 

the candidate’s campaign activities or duties as an office holder. 

I have attached a short amendment to be added to the bill to further clarify the limited 

circumstances in which campaign funds can be used for family caregiving services.  

SB 485 is consistent with, and builds upon, the Kansas Governmental Ethics Commission’s 2018 

opinion holding that childcare expenses that would not exist absent a person’s candidacy for 

public office, and where those expenses have a direct connection with or effect on the 

candidate’s campaign, may be paid with campaign funds. [KGEC Op. 2018-04] 

It is also in-line with a unanimous and bipartisan 2018 opinion by the Federal Election 

Commission approving using campaign funds on childcare. Since that time, over 50 federal 

candidates – 30 moms and 21 dads, Republicans and Democrats – have used campaign funds to 

pay for childcare. 

Passage of SB 485 would also put Kansas on-par with states across the country. In fact, Kansas 

is one of 14 states this year alone to introduce legislation that would codify the use of 

campaign funds for caregiving services. 26 states currently allow candidates to use campaign 

funds for childcare: 15 through legislation, 11 through ethics commission rulings, and one 

through an Attorney General Advisory Opinion. 

In those 26 states, since 2018, over 60 state and local candidates have used campaign funds to 

pay for childcare – 23 moms and 39 dads.  

To summarize, passage of SB 485 would harmonize Kansas’s statutes with rulings from the 

Federal Election Commission, the Kansas Governmental Ethics Commission, and states around 



 
 

 

the country. It would also eliminate one of the most critical economic barriers faced by working 

parents and caregivers running for and serving in office.  

I hope the Committee passes SB 485 and that its provisions are utilized by moms and dads; 

Republicans and Democrats; who run for and serve at all levels of office, allowing our state to 

continue to benefit from rich and diverse perspectives among elected officials.  

Best,  

 

Senator Ethan Corson 

District 7  
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when such expenses are incurred as a result of the candidate's candidacy for office or holding office and are directly related to or have an effect on the candidate's campaign activities or duties as an office holder




